


Hig=aren Tem

Advice to Branches and Members of Divine Life Society

As a member of the Divine Life Society Branch, one must
sincerely feel the responsibility to actively participate in and
advance the working of the Branch, through whose dynamic
functioning many others will be benefited and helped to the path
of Divine Life. Every individual Branch-Member, therefore, must
raise himself to the level of a sincere Sadhak and justify his
membership by conscientious efforts to achieve the noble and
worthy objects of Divine Life. The ways in which one can actively
propagate the sublime mission of Sadguru Sivananda- what should
practically be done in one’s own walk of life, in order to set an
example and to awaken the sublimity in the hearts of more men,
women and children- should be constantly contemplated upon.
The improvement and widening of the scope of the Branch
activities by cooperative and dignified participation should be the
aim of all members.

Every Branch of the Divine Life Society should be a Centre
of active and selfless service. It ought to be a blessing to the
people of the place where it is located; and those who are
associated with the Branch should feel the joy of being servants
of mankind. Every member must earnestly and humbly feel highly
blessed that he has ample opportunity for spiritual SEVA. Only
then will the Branch be a boon to the people and become a
prime centre of service in the place.

- Swami Chidananda
LR

Swami Sivananda's Message To
The Divine Life Society Members

It is a great thing, indeed, for so many of you , members of
the Divine Life Society, to come under the common canopy of a
broad-based spiritual idealism, an idealism which stands for self-
culture, fellowship and evolution, a perspective which lifts one
above the grooves of individual concerns, for the sake of meeting
larger interests, for the sake of being dedicated to the values of
service, mastery over lower impulses, purity of heart and mind,
and aspiration for the realization of the Divine, in whatever way
one is capable of aspiring in that direction.

It is a great honour for this country, where spiritual values
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were developed and experimented in the past on a wide and
glorious scale, that there should be such spiritual seekers as you,
who today endeavour to resuscitate them. This tradition of ours
is not something new, this tradition of spreading and preserving
ethical and cultural principles that lend sanity to life, gracefulness
to our existence.

Our forebears, who had migrated centuries ago to Malaya
and Indonesia, Cambodia and Thailand, our missionaries who
had gone in the past to China and Mangolia and Central Asia, not
to convert the people over there to their way of life or religion,
but to offer them the eternal spiritual values of existence, which
had been evolved in this soil, have indeed left an indelible
impression in all those countries. Today, wherever there are
members of the Divine Life Society, in this country & abroad, they
should wake up to their responsibility of upholding the spiritual
torch through their own examples and effort.

As you all know, the teachings of the Divine Life Society do
not constitute a cult or a sect or a new religion, but they bring
within a unified fold the fundamental principles of all major
religions & philosophies & by themselves constitute a way of life,
a way of conducting oneself as best as a human being should, a
way of cherishing the best values which make one’s life worth
living, a way of becoming an embodiment of truth, love & purity.
It is not necessary to dilate upon all these, because you are already
acquainted with them. But mere acquaintance with ideals will be
of no use unless you have an abundant measure of the practical
usefulness of these i.e., the ability to apply them in your daily life.

The relevance, as far as you are concerned, of these ideals
is in proportion to the degree you are able to affect them in your
conduct, in your aspiration. This is a particular point I should like
to emphasize. The usefulness of the ideals is dependent on how
far they are able to withstand the rigour of rational scrutiny and
the test of trials and the extension of their application.

I am sure, many of you are adequately equipped to spread
the message of divine life, after being well established in it, in a
way that would be appealing to the largest number of people,
that should not offend anybody, that should not be forced upon
anybody but should inspire the people to come into its fold by
virtue of its intrinsic spiritual merit, simplicity and catholicity.

God bless you all.
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